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Dear Parents,

WELCOME!!"! We have a wonderful and exciting school year coming
your way. Our teachers have been busy taking classes, renewing
certifications as well as receiving new ones and setting up a fabulous
curriculum for your little one. We have an extraordinary staff here at
TBT who pride themselves on the wonder and amazement they can
project to your children.

This upcoming year will bring new ideas and exciting adventures.
Academics will be followed through in everything we do from
socialization to fine motor skills to reading. Our computer classes are
being offered to younger ages. Letters, phonics and writing are being
incorporated into younger curriculums.

We welcome parent participation throughout our school. There are
numerous ways for you to become involved. You can be a member
of the Parent Service Organization, a library volunteer, a mystery
reader, a Shabbat mom or dad, grandparent, aunt or uncle or just a
parent who would like to conduct an activity with your class. Just
come see us in the office to discuss all the ways you can become
involved.

My office is always open to questions or discussions and | am
delighted to help in any way | can. Once again welcome to a new
school year and | look forward to seeing each and every one of you!

In a quality Pre-School program, your child is learning every minute of
the day. At Temple Beth Torah, we intend to offer this to you and
your child.

Join usé nbveoclovheed ii n your <chil dés
that you are part of our Templ e
to a wonderful year working together.

Sincerely,

Sydney Berlin
ECC Director

futur
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Pre-School Philosophy

Our Pre-School philosophy is based on the developmental needs of each
individual child. As children become ready to explore more of their
environment we encourage it. It is the joy of creative expression, the fun of
experimentation and the pride in Adoing i

Learning is a sequential process that begins for each child in his/her home,
and continues as his/her world expands. Learning is more than academic
skills. Socialization, cooperation and emotions are an important part of the
educational process. The Pre-School staff works towards providing an
environment, which allows children to explore their world. Education is an
essential part of living and growing, and children are encouraged to
participate and learn through spontaneous activity and manipulation of
materials.

Our school is essentially based on an activity-centered approach. This
allows the young child the opportunity to explore his/her environment and
fosters a world of understanding and learning. An atmosphere is provided
that allows for a balance of activities and permits the child to make choices
in the classroom at the appropriate time through center-based activities.
This enables the teacher to take advantage of desire, interests and
moments of readiness and prompts the documentation process. Centers
include age appropriate materials for exploration in creative arts, number
concepts, block building, science, language, social studies, writing,
reading, sequencing, sorting, etc.

The entire Pre-School program, infants through pre-kindergarten, is

designed to meet the developmental needs of each child. Our emphasis

on refining gross and fine motor skills along with cognitive and linguistic

skills help the child reach his/her maximum potential. This is achieved

through coloring, lacing, storytelling and group activities. Throughout our
program a AWhole Languageodo approach i s
seen on bulletin boards, inchild-ma de st orybooks and chil dr

Each child is treated as an individual. Close communication between the
teacher and parents, under the careful guidance of the Director, allows the
child to feel a secure balance between home and school.



The goals of our Pre-Sc h o o | are toe

1.

2.

10.

Provide for the health and safety of your children.

Provide opportunities for social development. Provide materials,
which encourage group activity and help children to develop
techniques, which allow them to be an accepted member of the

group.
Be challenging without being over-stimulating.

Provide opportunities for emotional and social growth helping
children gain independence.

Provide plenty of time and materials for free, spontaneous play, and
for creating with a variety of materials and investigating and
experimenting.

Meet the nutritional needs of the child while they are in school and
help to develop good health habits with collaboration from parents.

Maintain a calm, attractive, stimulating and motivating physical
environment.

Meet the religious and cultural needs of young children. Children will
have the opportunity to observe and participate in Jewish customs,
rituals and holiday observances. We strive to teach children, morals,
values and ethics.

Provide opportunities for par-ents

School experience.

Exceed state and accreditation requirements, provide low
student/teacher ratios and to care for your children as if they were
our own.
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Curriculum Components

The present developmental stage and the needs of the child are
considered when planning curriculum. Academic concepts and skills
will be introduced and reinforced in an extensive program of Reading
Readiness and Language Arts, Number Readiness, Concept
Development, Motor-Perception, Science, Social Studies, Block-

Buil ding, Cooking, etcé) A solid founda
in all of these areas.
A. Emotional Development
A warm, friendly, and accepting environment allows the child to grow
and learn.
B. Social Development
Pre-<School , often a childbés first i ntr o«
wonderful place for learning basic social skills. The children begin
by participating in simple group activities, where they play with one
another side by side. In time, they develop the skills to interact with
their peers: sharing toys, Ataking t1

the children learn the routines of the classroom, their confidence and
feelings of independence grow.

C. Physical Development
Physical education, creative movement with Miss Joy from Joy Deco
Enterprises and music are integral parts of our curriculum.
Experiences are provided to develop large and small muscle control
on the playground and in the classroom. Small manipulatives,
cutting, pasting, lacing and painting encourage fine motor
development.

D. Academic Development

Young children learn many things about themselves and their world
when they attend preschool. General goals include: learning to
follow instructions, to remember and execute a planned sequence of
activities, explore new ways of using materials and increase their
language skills. Specific areas for development include: units of
self, the family, weather, animals, community helpers, classification
and discrimination of size, colors, shapes, numbers and the
alphabet. Computer education is taught to Two Year Olds through
Pre-Kindergarten twice a week.

E. Weekly Programs
The Judaica component of the Early Childhood program is
6
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significant in the development of the young Jewish child. By
i ntegrating Judaic experiences into t6F
complete, wholesome self-concept, and a sense of identification with
the family, Jewish community, and the world at large.

Music i s another fun way of i ncorpor a
day. Miss Peanut Butter thrills us all every Tuesday morning.

Every other Monday, Miss Joy works on our gross motor skills with
running, jumping, singing, dancing and lots more.

. Oneg Shabbat

Every Friday morning, we celebrate Shabbat with a school-wide sing-a-

| ong celebration. We invite you to join
school) in celebration of Shabbat. We unite in the Social Hall to light

candles, say the blessings, share challah and sing and dance. During our

Oneg Shabbat, we recognize birthdays that occurred during the past

week. A Shabbat mom (or dad) sign-up sheet will be posted outside each

classroom. All children should wear their Temple Beth Torah School

every Friday. (Note: Parents of our younger classes please discuss

Shabbat with your teachers before signing up.)

. Kid Safe Programs

The Kid Safe program is one of the most responsible and effective
programs available for teaching personal skills and reducing the
vulnerability of children to abuse, dealing with strangers and internet
predators. Involving parents, teachers and children, the Kid Safe
program not only prevents abuse; it is an effective tool for building self-
esteem and life skills. We are proud to offer this program to our
ThreeBeeds cidKa §s alsa mofter identity packages for your
children during the school year.

. Enrichment Classes

There is an exciting, stimulating and creat i ve way to extend yo
day and treat him/her to a fun-filled after school class. Enrichment classes

are offered from 3:00p.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily. Class offerings and

descriptions are sent home every eight to eighteen weeks. Payment is

due at time of registration.




Staff

Our Early Childhood Education staff has been carefully selected for their training
and experience in early childhood. In hiring all staff, we look for people with an
understanding of child development, an interest in the uniqueness of each child
and an ability to provide a warm, caring environment. Our teachers are talented,
creative, highly motivated individuals who provide love and guidance to each
child, as well as support and aid to the parents.

All teachers and assistants participate in a continuous program of in-service

education and studies for professional advancement as well as advanced

certifications. Our entire staff are CPR and First Aide Certified and are all

members of CAJE, the Center for the Advancement of Jewish Education. We

are committed to remaining alert to the ever-c hangi ng needs of today
and to the findings of current research in early childhood education.

Communication

Home/School Partnership

A prime factor in the success of our school is the importance we place upon

communication between home and school. The lines of communication must be kept

open at all times in order for us to best serve
open door policy. You may speak to the Director anytime during normal school hours.

Your involvement is important to us and can be accomplished through the following:

Library volunteer

Shabbat mom or dad

Parent Service Organization (PSO)
Joining a class for an activity

el S

Please speak to the Director to make arrangements.

Parent to School éYou must notify wus i/f

1. Your child has developed a communicable disease.

2. Your address or phone number (home work or cell) has changed.

3. You wish to change or add to the emergency contact numbers we are to use.
(The emergency contact people constitute OUR security blanket.)

4. |IF THERE IS ANY CHANGE IN TRANSPORTATION: We must have written
notification of change in transportation (or a phone call if it is last minute). We
will not allow a child to deviate from the normal way of going home without
verification. When you call us, you will be asked to identify YOUR secret code
number (or word) so we know that you are in fact the parent. The adult who
picks up wil/l be asked to providegeatodri ver 6s
know the person. The protection of your child if of the utmost importance to us.



Parent to Teacher

Annual conferences between teachers and parent(s) will be held towards the end

of the year to discuss your cldveloprdeats physic
Parents should feel free to request a conference when they have a specific

concern or issue. If we feel your child would benefit from a free screening

because of concerns we may have, we will filloutan i Ar ea of @omcer no

and send it home. Please sign it and send it back. We will provide you with a

copy. Please remember, that we are only concerned with what is best for

your child.

Please do NOT conference with any of the teachers during arrival or dismissal
time. We urge you to telephone us to make an appointment to meet with your
chil dés teachers at a mutually convenient ti

Parent to Administration

In any instance where there appears to be some problem with your child or

where you are unclear as to what is transpiring, it is of the utmost importance that

you GO TO THE TEACHER FIRST! If you feel that the problem has not been

resolved, then the next step is to ask for a conference with you, the teachers and

the director. The door to the tdaswelast or 6s of
staff. Concerns regarding policies, curri
addressed to the administration.

Weekly wupdates will be in your chil dos
i nform you of your <chil dos aseeadklep. cl assr
This year we will be sending out mass e-mails instead of continuous flyers

so make sure your e-mail address is on file with the Pre-School office.

Help Us Help You!

PLEASE READ ALL newsl etters, fliers, ida
and invitations to school programs that we send home. Remember to

check your e-mails and the school website reqularly. This is how we

keep you updated on activities and important events. Also, PLEASE

be respectful o f ADEADLI NESO. We ask yo
dates for Sign-Up sheets we send home or post.

Class Lists

A cl ass I i st with each studentds name, ad
prepared for you and distributed in early fall. If you do not want your address and
phone number included, please notify the Early Childhood office.
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Holidays

While we celebrate various national and Jewish holidays, we do not participate in
the celebration of Hal | RRBASE BO MQAT SENDIIN Nt i nebs
CARDS OR CANDY to be distributed through out the school.

Open Door Policy

While you can speak to the Director or Administrative Assistant at any time, we
ask that you make an appointment to speak with a teacher.

Parent Involvement

We invite you to reserve a day to read a bo
class and stay with them through our Oneg Shabbat.

For various holidays we look for volunteers to help out. Parents are also

wel come to join the c¢class in your chil doés
wel come to do a speci aklasa dust pleasé makenpriadr h  your
arrangements with your teacher.

Parent Service Organization

Templ e Bet h -Sclooold@arént Serkice eOrganization plays an
integral part in the overall success of our Early Childhood program. It
provides an opportunity for parents to work together in the best interest of
our children. In an effort to enhance our program and school the
commi ttee works in the following wayseé
1. Special classroom and school-wide events
2. Holiday celebrations
3. Parenting programs
4. Fundraising

Wei nvite you to become isochoadxpeeedce.i n your

Reporting Child Abuse or Neglect

Please be aware that as educators, it is our duty, by law, to report any
signs of child abuse or neglect to Florida Protective Services System. This
is done confidentially and we do not have to notify you (the parent) that we
have called in a report.

Non-Release of a child to an intoxicated/impaired individual

Please be aware that if you, the parent, or anyone else who picks up your
child is suspect of intoxication or impaired we will not release your child.
Instead, we will call another responsible adult. If you are driving away and

10
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seem to be intoxicated or impaired we will call the police and give them
your vehicle information.

Separation Policy & Fi r st Day fnHintsoO

Pre-Sc hool i's a giant step in your <chil dos
the understanding & support of their parents during this important period of

separation from home. The more positive parents are, the more secure

your child will feel.

Please walk your child to his/her class.

If your child clings to you, do not try to push him/her away.

Let the teacher try to interest him/her in an activity.

1 Always, reassure your child that you will be there to pick
him/her up, or make sure they understand the
arrangements made.

1 After the teacher has greeted your child please say a
speedy goodbye, give a kiss and a hug and leave with a
happy face. We find children adjust better without a
lingering farewell.

T Pl ease do not t ian& with instruectionse ac her 6 s

about your child when the other children are in the room

and need her attention. Write her a note or contact the
director and your situation can be discussed at a more
convenient time.

= =

Absentee Policy

Being that Temple Beth Torah is a private Pre-School, which is paid for by you
we do not have an absentee limitation. However, please be aware that every
time your child misses school, he/she is missing valuable learning time and days
cannot be made up.

If you have enrolled your child in the state funded Voluntary Pre-K program, your
chil doés aedisited o &3sper 540 hours. If you exceed 13 absences
you will have to withdraw from the state funded program and begin paying
regular Pre-School fees

11
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School Supplies

The following is a list of items we MUST have on or before the first day of school:

1. All health forms and up-to-date emergency information (Student
Enrollment Packet). Students cannot start school without these
forms.

22 A COMPLETE <change of denweat, slorsséor soc k s,
pants. Please place all items in a zip-lock bag. If and when any of
your chil ddéos clothing 1 s sent home, i
replace the item on the next day of school.

3. Diapers (for children who require them) and wipes.

Scho o | pol i cy does not al lFow c¢chil
UPSOo. The reason for t hi s rul e
over the vyears that Pull-Up s gi ve t he chil d

sense of securityo Our t eachers
area and will happily assist you in toilet training your
child when he or she is truly ready.

4. A plastic resting mat (at least two inch thick) for all children who are
in school past 1:30pm. They are sold for $18.00 in the Pre-School
office.

YOUR CHILD6S TEACHER WILL GIVE FFOU A 1Sl
OTHER ITEMS REQUIRED FOR A PARTICULAR CLASSROOM*.

REMEMBER TO LABEL EVERYTHING!

12
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Health and Safety

Medical Notes

Every child is required to have a physical examination, and all current
immunizations. DCF forms #680 and #3040 must be completed by your
childdés physician and be on file I
DAY OF SCHOOL.

TO HELP PREVENT THE SPREAD OF DISEASE, CHILDREN WHO
SHOW SIGNS OF ILLNESS SHOULD BE KEPT HOME! Teachers will
call parents to pick-up their child if they feel your chil dés
be treated at home.

The following position on communicable disease will be strictly
enforcedé

Any child who is suspected of having a communicable disease (or
infectious disease), or who develops a fever or other signs or symptoms,
which include but are not | DIARRHEA
RASH, PINK EYE, SKIN INFECTION, HEAD LICE, ABDOMINAL PAIN,
VOMITING OR GREEN MUCUS COMING OUT OF NOSEé s hal |
placed in the Pre-School office. We do not have facilities to isolate sick
children. Therefore, you will be notified for immediate dismissal. Such
children shall not return to the facility until the signs and symptoms of a
communicable disease are no longer present for 24 hours. A WRITTEN
STATEMENT from a physician attesting to the fact that the child has been
appropriately treated for the disease must be provided to the Pre-School.

A CHILD WHO STAYS HOME, OR IS SENT HOME, MUST BE
SYMPTON FREE FOR 24 HOURS BEFORE HE/SHE RETURNS TO
SCHOOL.

IF WE SEND YOUR CHILD HOME WITH A FEVER, VOMITING OR
DIARRHEA YOU MUST MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIM/HER TO
STAY HOME THE FOLLOWING DAY.

Signature: Date

This page must be sent back to the Temple signed and
dated by a parent. A copy will be supplied to you.

13
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Biting Rule

| understand that for health and safety reasons, biting in school will not be
tolerated. If your child bites other children on a continuous basis we will provide
a shadow at your expense until the biting discontinues or you will have to
withdraw your child from Temple Beth Torahos

asked to withdraw your child, you will not be reimbursed of any pre-paid fees.

| have read this form and agree to abide by this rule.

Printed Name Signature Date

This page must be sent back to the Temple signed and
dated by a parent. A copy will be supplied to you.

14
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MEDICATION

Our preference would be to have you arrange your chil c
before or after school. However, if it is necessary for us to give a child

medication while he/she is at school, you MUST fill out a Medication

Authorization form. The forms are kept in both the Pre-School office and

the Early Bird/Extended Day room #3.

DO NOT SEND MEDICATION I N YOUR CHI LDOGS

ALL PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION MUST BE IN ITS ORIGINAL
CONTAI NER WITH THE CHILD6S NAME AND EX
INDICATED ON THE LABEL.

DCF (Department of Children & Family Services) rule states that we can only

administer over-the-counter medication given to us in an UNOPENED

CONTAINER. Please read labels on the over-the-counter medicine carefully.

We cannot administer medication that does not list the appropriate dosage for

your <c¢childds age unless we have written aut
Remember to send a fimeasured spoono.

IF TYLENOL OR SIMILAR PAIN RELIEF PRODUCTS ARE NEEDED,
YOUR CHILD NEEDS TO BE AT HOME. THEREFORE, WE WILL NOT
ADMINISTER PAIN RELIEF PRODUCTS.

CLOTHING

Simple, comfortable play clothes are recommended for school. Shorts and pants

that are easy for children to pull up and down by themselves are desirable;

overalls and belts can be very difficult for young children to manipulate and are

not advisable. Sneakers or Aisturdyo rubber sol ed
toed shoes or crocks are allowed. We will have to hold your child back from the

playground if they are not wearing proper shoes in order to ensure their safety.

TELEVISION USE

Televisions are used at the very end of the day to help calm children down before
they leave for home. Television is also used to watch movies during inclement
weather.

15
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Food Facts

SNACK: A kosher snack is provided each morning, and afternoon.
Additionally, classes will often cook and prepare a food project as part of the
weekly curriculum.

If your child requires any special attention as to the serving of snacks (allergies,
et c @lease be sure to inform the teacher immediately. The teacher will be
happy to assist you with this situation.

LUNCH: We observe a Kashrut policy at Temple Beth Torah. NO MEAT
POULTRY OR SHELLFISH MAY BE BROUGHT FROM HOME. Dairy or parve
lunches are to be brought to school, for children who stay past noon. You may
also purchase lunch for $3.50. Monthly menus will be on our Pre-School web
site for you to print, fill out and return with payment to the Pre-School office.

Birthdays

|l f you wish to celebrate your childbs birth
special treat. You may not bring in any food that has been prepared in the

home. (Please notify the teacher a few days in advance so she may arrange her

schedule.) Please be sure that ANY food you send in is kosher. You can find

kosher desserts at Winn Dixie, Albertsons, and Family Bakery. Other kosher

ideas are Entenmannsos, Little Debbiebs, and
If you plan to have an at-home party, or one at a local facility, please do not ask

us to distribute invitations unless you have invited all the children in the class and

the party doesnodt fall out on Shabbat or a
meet these guidelines you will have to mail your invitations.

To commemorate your <childdéds birthday, we su

for y 0 u r asx hThis aduld becah opportunity to teach your child the
concept of celebrating a Asi mchao
contribution to a worthy cause). Of course, this purchase is optional.

AEarly Birdo and AnAfter Careo

Parents who drop off their child before 9:00am should bring their child to room
#3. Two teachers will be there to greet and supervise children during this time.
Children arriving prior to 7:45am are welcome to enjoy breakfast at no additional
cost. Most parents, who use Early Bird service regularly, have arranged to pay

(joyous

monthly (at a reduced fee). On a fAdaily basisd or to use o
you will have to pay $10.00 per hour.

I n order to ensure that your childés person
pleasebring your <c¢chil dds personal items directly

off in Early Bird.

16
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General Arrival (9:00am)

Parents must park their cars in fAlegal o
car_in_spots delegated to temple officers, professional staff, or

caterers. Also, do not park along the curb: this is both a fire hazard and

an unsafe situation for our children. Walk your child directly to his/her

classroom. Please do not enter the rooms prior to 9:00am.

Dismissal

Please arrive at school for dismissal on time. All children (with the

exception of extended day children) are to be picked up at their classroom

doors. Until our staff becomes familiar with the people who pick up your

child, anyone picking up (including parents) MUST be listed on your ii P i- ¢ k

Up Authorityo | ist. They must also be pi

Please be aware that if any staff member feels that a parent or other party that

picks up a child is intoxicated or impaired, another responsible party will be
contacted. We will NOT release a child to an intoxicated or impaired adult.

Sign In & Out

When arriving at school to drop your child off or to pick them up, please wait until

the teacher has signed your <child in or out
school readiness program you must sign the attendance sheet (your teacher has

it) with time in, time out and full signature. If you are part of our VPK program,

you must initial the sign in calendar every day your child is in attendance.

Weather Emergencies

In the event of severe weatherit he f ol |l owing procedures will
1.1 f a hurricane AWATCHO goes into effect s
updates.

2.1 f a hurricane AWARNI NGO goes into effect
will remain closed until weather conditionsimprove. | f t he A WARNI NGO |
issued during a time that vyour child is I
up your child IMMEDIATELY!

3. We will follow the guidelines used by Broward County Schools. Therefore,
if the public schools close, we will also close, and remain closed until
public schools re-open.

17
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Tuition Payments

School tuition is based on a yearly fee with payments broken down into 10 equal
payments. Payments 1 & 2 are due by August 5. Payments 3 through 10 are
due by the 5™ of each month from September to April. On the 6" of the month, a
$25.00 late fee will be added.

THERE WILL BE NO REFUNDS OR CREDITS FOR
ABSENCES (INCLUDING ILLNESS, VACATIONS
AND/OR NATURAL DISASTERS).

Legal Custody Notification

In compliance with Florida State Statutes, Temple Beth Torah Early Childhood

Center requires documentation as to who has legal custody in the case of

divorce. If there is no legal documentation, then both parties have the right of

access to Temple Bet h Tup ofatheid shildr & saheds and
responsibility of the custodial parent to provide legal documentation verifying

custody agreements. Custodial parents are responsible for notifying Temple

Beth Torah, in writing, of the non-custodial parent. This includes providing

written permission for the non-custodial parent to pick-up a child on a regular

basis or for a special occasion.

18
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TBT Pre-School Child Discipline Policy

Child care facilities must ensure that age-appropriate constructive disciplinary
practices are used for children in care.
1 Children shall not be subjected to discipline which is severe, humiliating or

frightening.
1 Discipline shall not be associated with food, rest or toileting.
1 Spanking or any form of physical punishment is prohibited.

The above data is from HRS Child Care Division. Our philosophy does not
consider a child good or bad. There is acceptable or unacceptable behavior. We
NEVER use physical or verbal abuse responses, which demean a child.
Explanation of acceptable behavior is given. When necessary, the child is
temporarily removed from the situation and may return when he or she feels they
can cope with the situation in an acceptable manner. We stress the importance
of respecting the person and property of all our peers and can enjoy our class to
the fullest when we do not hurt anyone physically, emotionally or by taking away
ot herds property.

| have read the laws concerning disciplinary measures and understand that
Temple Beth Torah Pre-School adheres to these rules.

Parent Signature

19
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6We are an equal opportunity Educational Center.
race or religion. d
Acknowledgement Form
l, , acknowledge

ther ecei pt of Te mpl-8choBl®ardnt MBrmal.alh 6s Pr

have read and understand all of the information within.

Parentés SignatureChildbés name
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